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By Douglas Preston

Back in 2000, | moved to ltaky with ey family to write a murder
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rystery set in Florence. We rented a 14th century villa on a Erna
hill just outside the city, looking out over a lovely olive grove.
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| soon discovered the grove had been the site of one of the most horrifying double-
riurders in modern ltalian history, committed by 3 serial killer known as the Monster 4
of Flarence. The Monster killed young couples making love in the Tuscan hills,
riutilating the fernale victims and taking awsy their sex organs. He was never ﬁ
caught.
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In the olive grove outside our

house, however, the Monster - Twee
made a mistake. He killed a gay

couple making love, inwhich one of the
partners was young and slender with long
blond hair. When he discovered his error he
was furious, trashing the site and ripping up
a gay magazine he'd found.

| never wrote the nowvel. Instead, | teamed up
with Mario Spezi, the local newspaper
reporter who had covered the Monster's
Killings, and together we wrote a book about
it, called " The kMonster of Florence "

The book was published last June. Movie rights to the story were picked up by United Artists,
with Christopher McQuarrie, Tom Cruise and Jinks/Cohen producing. (See photo above, with -
from left -- Spezi Cruise, MeQuarrie and director Bryan Singer backstage ai ihe Rome

premiere of Singer's "Valkyrie ")
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